
Langston Hughes 
Rising 8th Grade Registration



Preparing for 8th Grade

1. English 8
2. Civics
3. Science 8
4. Math
5. Health and PE 8
6. Elective 
7. Elective

Your schedule will be similar to 7th grade.  
Think about your current academic 

experience when making course selections 
for 8th grade.



What is New in 8th Grade? 
● Students have more opportunities to earn high school credits.
● Students take 3 SOLs:

○ Reading
○ Math
○ Science

● Increased academic expectations to prepare students for high 
school.

● Advanced elective course options are available.
● FCPS Summer Learning opportunities are available.
● Students should earn 15 service learning hours by the end of 8th 

grade. 
○ Do not go to an elementary school without pre-arranging it with a specific teacher.

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/summer-learning/online-programs


International Baccalaureate Program
You are in the IB Middle Years Program

◼ All students in grades 7-10 at Langston 
Hughes and South Lakes participate.

Think you might be interested in the IB 
diploma?

◼ Take Algebra and a World Language by 
the end of 8th grade. 

◼ Honors or AAP classes are the best 
preparation for the IB Diploma classes 
in high school.



Advanced Classes
Course Options 

● All students take Honors Civics.
● Honors courses open to all students:

○ Honors English 8
○ Honors Science 8
○ Algebra 1 Honors

● Honors Geometry requires successful 
completion of Algebra 1.

● AAP (Advanced Academics)
○ Students who are identified as level 

IV are automatically enrolled in AAP 
English, AAP Science, and AAP 
Civics.

When considering an honors class, as 
yourself:

◼ Are you passionate about the 
subject?

◼ Are you good at the subject?
◼ Are you willing to do more work and 

get help from teachers, as needed?

Thomas Jefferson High School
If you are interested in applying to TJ in 8th grade, you 
must take Algebra 1 Honors or a higher math and 
honors or AAP Science and one additional honors or 
AAP class.  Please visit the TJ Admissions website for 
the most up to date information. 

https://www.fcps.edu/registration/thomas-jefferson-high-school-science-and-technology-admissions/tjhsst-freshman


Math Course Options
7th Grade Math 7 Math 7 Honors Algebra 1 Honors* Geometry Honors*

8th Grade

 

 

- Pre-Algebra

- Algebra 1*

- Algebra 1 Honors * 
(Required for application to TJ.)

 

- Algebra 1*

- Algebra 1 Honors *
(Required for application to TJ.)

Geometry Honors*

 (Must complete Algebra 1 first.)

Algebra 2 Honors*

  (Must complete Geometry first.)

● Classes with a (*) are high school credit courses.
● Thomas Jefferson High School: If your student is interested in applying to TJ in 8th grade, they must 

take Algebra 1 Honors or a higher math class in 8th grade.



Students have two periods in their schedule for electives.
Students may be placed in a reading or math elective based on their SOL scores.

Option A Option COption B

Semester 
Elective

Semester 
Elective

Semester 
Elective

Semester 
Elective

Full Year
Elective

Semester 
Elective

Semester 
Elective

Full Year
Elective

Full Year
Elective

Elective Options



World Language 
● All 8th grade World Language courses are full year, high school credit courses.

○ The final grade will be on your high school transcript and be calculated in your GPA (Grade Point 
Average).

● Taking a World Language course is like taking another core class; expect more homework and rigor.
● Take a World Language class in 8th grade if you are interested in the IB Diploma.

Spanish Spanish 
Immersion

French German Japanese

7th Grade Spanish 1A Spanish 
Immersion 1*

French 1A

8th Grade Spanish 1B* or 
Spanish 1*

Spanish 
Immersion 2*

French 1 B* or 
French 1*

German 1*
At South Lakes

Japanese 1*
At South Lakes

Classes with a (*) are high school credit courses.



Music
Full Year Courses*

◼ Band

◼ Orchestra

◼ Chorus

Semester Courses

◼ Chorus

◼ Music Lab
*Music program directors determine what 
level class students are placed in.  For 
questions about placement, please 
contact the Band, Chorus, or Orchestra 
Director.



Art
Semester Courses
● Art Foundations
● Art Extensions

You must take Art Foundations before Art Extensions.

● 3-D Art
● Computers in Art



Theater Arts
Semester Courses
● Beginning Theater Arts
● Tech Theater
● Media Communications

Full Year Course
● Advanced Theater Arts 

Approval from Ms. Dewenter is required.



Computers
Semester Courses
● Computer Solutions
● Coding and Innovative Technologies 

Must complete Computer Solutions before you take Coding)



Engineering
Semester Courses
● Engineering 1
● Engineering 2
● Engineering 3

Students must take these classes in order.



Family and Consumer Science 

Semester Electives
● Family and Consumer Science 1
● Family and Consumer Science 2

*Students must take Family and Consumer Science 1 before they take Family 
and Consumer Science 2.



Other Electives

● AVID- full year elective
○ Instruction includes college exploration and 

support with organization, academics, and 
communication skills.

○ Students must apply to take this course.
● Creative Writing- semester elective

○ Students practice various types of writing including 
short stories and poetry.



Required Core Classes
Select your English, Science, and Math courses.



Year Long Electives
Students may take 1 or 2 full year electives.  If you take 2 full year electives, you 

will not have any semester electives.



Advanced Diploma
Standard Credit
Passing a class

26 required

Verified Credit
Passing a class and the SOL

5 required

What makes an Advanced 
Diploma different?

● 4 credits for all core classes
● World Language requirement
● Additional course credits

Click here for more FCPS 
Graduation Requirement 

Information

https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19
https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19
https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19


Standard Diploma
Standard Credit
Passing a class

22 required

Verified Credit
Passing a class and the SOL

5 required

Click here for more FCPS 
Graduation Requirement 

Information

https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19
https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19
https://www.fcps.edu/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/first-time-ninth-2018-19


Next Steps

◼ All students will meet with a school counselor to 
discuss their course selections.

◼ Students should discuss their course selections 
parents/guardians.

◼ Students are encouraged to ask their current teachers 
for suggestions, as needed.

◼ Return your completed course selections form to your 
U.S.History teacher by March 1.


